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Selection process – What does that mean? 
 
As a Master’s program with a limited number of students, applicants are chosen through a selection 

process. The selection is based on the overall grade obtained in previous studies and on the results of a 

personal interview in connection with additional specific professional competencies acquired outside of 

an academic institution. 

The number of participants invited to interviews is limited, which means that you might not get an 

invitation even though all other admission requirements are sufficient. Applicants are ranked based on 

their overall grade and the selection committee will decide on the minimum grade limit required to be 

invited to an interview. 

The personal interviews take place in the week from June 26 till June 30, 2023. And are conducted by 

two professors via video conference (zoom). You will receive an e-mail confirming the exact day and time 

for your interview and access information on June 22, 2023. These individual appointments have to be 

adhered to without fail. We are unable to offer you an alternative date. 

The current valid version of the Admission and Application regulations (p. 08-09) is available here. 

 
 
Who can apply? 
 

Condition for admission to Urban Design is a bachelor’s degree or equivalent diploma in 

architecture, urban and regional planning, landscape architecture or a closely related field of study. 

A program is closely related if at least 30 credits have been completed in one of the above 

mentioned fields. Of these 30 credits, 12 credits can consist of work experience in the mentioned 

fields. Upon receipt of the application, the examination board shall decide over the professional 

suitability of the candidates.  

 
 
How can you apply? 

 

If you acquired your first university degree (for example a bachelor’s) from TU Berlin or another 

German university or will graduate from there shortly, you can apply directly to TU Berlin. 

 

If you have studied at a foreign university, please apply via uni-assist. 

Further information on how to apply can be found here. 

 

If you already are or were enrolled for an Architecture Master Degree program in an institution for higher 

education, further information on how to apply for a higher semester can be found here. 

 

 

 

https://www.static.tu.berlin/fileadmin/www/40000066/Dokumente_Formulare/UrbanDesign_M.Sc._2014_EN_unoffical_translation_not_legally_binding.pdf
https://www.tu.berlin/en/i-a-office-of-student-affairs/masters-application-enrollment/application/applying-for-the-first-degree-semester
https://www.tu.berlin/en/i-a-office-of-student-affairs/masters-application-enrollment/application/applying-for-a-higher-degree-semester


 

 

When can you apply? 

 

The application period starts April 3, 2023, and all applications are to be submitted by May 15, 

2023. Information about the application period as well as the lecture period can be found here.  

 

 

What are the semester fees? 
 
The fees are regulated by the central administration of the TU Berlin. Information about the exact 

amount of the semester fees can be found only after registration to the program. However, it is 

around 232€ including public transportation ticket for the city area of Berlin. Detailed information 

about semester fees can be found here.  

 

 

Which documents are necessary for the application? 

 

1. Application form and personal data 

Information about application forms and personal data can be found here.  

 

2. Proof of professional first university degree 

A German or English copy of a professional university degree, performance records about the duration of 

your study, the final grade and an individual transcript of records and achievement in the different exam 

modules. 

Or a copy of the overview of ECTS level, showing courses and grades, with a summary of subjects and 

grades. Click here for more information.  

 

A certificate of exmatriculation from the previous German University or current registration certificate of 

the present German University. 

3. Evidence of language skills 
Proof of English language knowledge (Minimum Certificates): 

• TOEFL iBT, 87  

• TOEFL ITP, 543  

• Cambridge Certificate First (FCE), min. B 

• IELTS Academic, min. 6,5 

• PTE Academic, min. 59 

• UNIcert, Level II 

• English Certificate of ZEMS, B2 (in all areas of competence)  

• ZEMS Englisch-LV, B2 (successfully completed with ECTS)  

All certificates should not be older than 3 years. 

Online version of TOEFL and IELTS (The TOEFL iBT Home Edition and IELTS Indicator) are accepted. 

https://www.tu.berlin/en/studying/applying-and-enrolling/dates-deadlines/
https://www.tu.berlin/en/studierendensekretariat/topics-a-z/semester-fees
https://www.tu.berlin/en/i-a-office-of-student-affairs/masters-application-enrollment/application
https://www.tu.berlin/en/i-a-office-of-student-affairs/masters-application-enrollment/application/ects-certificate
https://www.ets.org/toefl/test-takers/ibt.html
https://www.ets.org/toefl_itp/about/
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/first/
https://www.ielts.org/about-the-test/test-format
https://pearsonpte.com/
https://www.unicert-online.org/
https://www.tu.berlin/en/zems/academics-teaching/english/language-certificates
https://www.tu.berlin/en/zems/academics-teaching/english/english-courses


 

 

Abitur certificate: if a CEFR level for English is indicated, this will be recognised, if not: 

• Abitur, Leistungskurs Englisch, at least 11/15 points (equals C1) 

• Abitur, English at least 7 years attended, at least 11/15 points (equals B2) 

Proof of documents are not needed for: 

• Citizens of countries with English as an official language 

• Applicants with a graduate diploma with English as teaching language. 

4. Additional documents 

 

Current CV (1-2 DIN A-4 pages) including school and higher education information, additional relevant 

activities and experience in connection with the studies. 

 

Hand signed letter of motivation (approx. 1 DIN A-4 page). Please briefly explain why you wish to study 

at the TU Berlin. You can point out and describe special and professional qualifications related to TU 

Berlin focuses.  

 

Work samples (Portfolio) from the first degree (6 to 8 DIN A-4 pages). You can choose up to three 

projects related to the fields of architecture, urban planning, landscape architecture or a closely related 

field. Please keep in mind the format requirements A4. A short text included in the 6-8 pages can be 

helpful. 

 

Further documents certifying specialist qualifications and relevant credentials, internships, vocational 

training, stays abroad, prizes and distinctions. 

 

 
Application for the URBAN DESIGN DUAL DEGREE program 

The four-semester program conducted at both universities (TUB and Tongji University), combines 
intercultural exchange between students and prepares them for working in an international environment. 
Graduates are awarded a Master of Science in Urban Design by TU Berlin and a Master of Architecture 
by Tongji University. 

If you want to apply for the Dual Degree, please apply for the regular program, and in addition, please 
send the following documents by email to the examination board until May 15, 2023.  

• CV 

• Letter of Motivation 

• Portfolio (max. 6 – 8 pages) 

The email should not extend 10 MB! Only applicants who get accepted for the Urban Design program will 
be considered for the Dual Degree! 

For further information, please contact the Student Advisory Service.  

 

G O O D   L U C K ! 

mailto:andreas.brueck@tu-berlin.de
mailto:studienfachberatung@architektur.tu-berlin.de

