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Transdisciplinary Education 
 

 
On April 28 and 29, the second Workshop on Transdisciplinary Education organised by the 
Technische Universität Berlin took place in Berlin. 

 

The event, moderated by Dr Thorsten Philipp, Advisor for Transdisciplinary Education at 
ENHANCE Alliance, has allowed us to develop a more accurate definition of transdisciplinary 
education and its role within universities and society. During the event, we have the task of 
understanding What transdisciplinary education stands for and how faculty can introduce this 
discipline into our daily university activities. Under such a premise, the analysis of good practices, 
such as those seen in Berlin, and the creation of tools to ensure the participation of all main 
education actors will confirm the mainstream of the different spaces of innovation. 

 

 
 

Figure 1: Introduction to the Workshop by Dr Thorsten Philipp at Mall Anders. Source: TU Berlin. 

 

As short-term objectives, the general understanding of the transdisciplinary concept among the 
partners of the ENHANCE Alliance has been raised. In this way, it has been possible to visualise 
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the possibilities and opportunities these projects could provide to the students, faculty, and 
administrative staff of the ENHANCE Alliance, other educational institutions, and society. In the 
long term, the implementation of projects of this category could be extended to students, 
researchers, faculty, and alumni to develop multidisciplinary projects that generate added value 
to society in the creation of work and knowledge networks. 
 
The first day of the workshop was set in Mall Anders; An Open Education Laboratory of the 
Berlin University Alliance (BUA), a transdisciplinary learning centre immersed in a shopping mall. 
The idea is shocking, because what could a university space in a commercial mall offer to the 
learning? Which is the value added to society, and how can the rest of the universities take 
advantage of this new learning space when talking about academic results? 

 

 
 

Figure 2: Discussion moderated by Dr Thorsten Philipp on the scope of transdisciplinary education 
at Mall Anders. Source: TU Berlin. 

 
The methodological change in university teaching dynamics has already begun and is 
unstoppable. Universities must be closer to society and not live in an academic world isolated 
from everyday reality. In this way, they could show their current social function and progress to 
be appealing in attracting talent for a society that is constantly evolving. The ENHANCE Alliance 
aims to fill these gaps foreseen in a near future and tries to create new alternatives for the 
demands and skills of its future students. The perspective of the Alliance also allows each 
university to improve individually, learning from the good practices of its partners within the 
framework of the European project and using their case studies to develop accurate practices 
for a better service to society. 
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In this sense, thanks to the coordination of TU Berlin and the workshop program, we have been 
able to visit in the city of Berlin, two examples of Transdisciplinary Education that have provided 
us with personal and institutional knowledge: 
 
The Bauhaus reuse (BHROX) on the traffic island within the roundabout of Ernst-Reuter-Platz 
represents a new public centre and laboratory in the city for education, research, and 
transdisciplinary participation. The BHROX program addresses the issues of modern society, the 
politics and building culture, housing, sustainable urban development, the circular community, and 
the future of education and work. The glass building consists of reused façade elements from the 
Bauhaus Dessau, from its major post-war renovation in 1976. http://www.bauhaus-reuse.de 

 

 

 
 

Figure 3: Bauhaus Explanation (BHROX) provided by Mr Robert Huber. Source: TU Berlin. 

 

 
On the other hand, The House of Statistics in central Berlin, empty and without any profitable 
use for ten years; brings together the efforts of the Haus der Statistik initiative, a group of 
committed artists, architects, cultural workers, and politicians. The existing building and around 
65,000 m² of newly built will create new spaces for art, culture, social affairs, and education, 
promoting affordable housing and a new town hall for administrative uses. 
https://hausderstatistik.org/ 

 

http://www.bauhaus-reuse.de/
https://hausderstatistik.org/
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Figure 4: Explanation of Haus der Statistik given by Ms Nina Peters. Source: TU Berlin. 
 

On such spaces, the workshop participants worked together on the definition and content of a 
toolkit for transdisciplinary education. We discussed five paradigms of transdisciplinary 
education based on plurality, knowledge, opportunities, and resources. At the same time, they 
were discussing about the institutional structure needed to carry out projects of these 
characteristics and how universities must change or update specific trends or customs to make 
transdisciplinary a reality today. In this sense, reference has been made to the transfer of 
knowledge, work networks, and the rights, rewards, or remunerations that should be applied to 
all those who work in the development of this task. Universities will be solely responsible for 
guaranteeing quality in transdisciplinary projects, so the design of indicators, tutorials, 
consultancy, and lecturer’s recognition strategies is essential to ensure that the professional 
dedication is of high quality and exclusive. In the debate, the possibility of a fundraising strategy 
favouring the development of viable and sustainable transdisciplinary projects from the 
economic, social, and academic levels was mentioned; taking into account the necessary budget 
to organize each of the activities and laboratories to ensure the quality of the projects. 

 

Summarizing the experience, six words summarize and highlight the value of the workshop, and 
are considered essential to initiate any process of a transdisciplinary change: 
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1. Rewards 
2. Fundraising 
3. Plurality 
4. Collective Practice 
5. Mobility 
6. Sharing experiences  

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 5: Conclusions of the Workshop moderated by Dr Thorsten Philipp at Mall Anders. Source: 
TU Berlin. 

 

Berlin is a city immersed in its own history, so its resilience stands out and inspires. Màxim Huerta, 
a Spanish writer says: "Berlin is full of scars, but for each one there is a tattoo. A city that has 
always been reconciling with itself. Maybe that's why its citizens know better how to transform, 
be inspired and transcend." (National Geographic, 2017). For that reason, we could not have 
organized a transdisciplinarity event in a better place than Berlin since the city itself is 
transdisciplinary: an extensive urban laboratory in which any person can experiment and 
innovate in an avant-garde environment. For the experience, unique by its essence, was also an 
opportunity to meet personally the workgroup colleagues bringing again the needed social 
interaction lost with the pandemic. We could not have obtained such a productive result from the 
workshop without that personal interaction so essential in this type of project. Time will tell us 
whether the ENHANCE Alliance has been able to seize the opportunity, and learn from the 
experiences to improve and offer better services to the nowadays demands of our society.  
 
Ignacio Yusim, PhD - Universitat Politècnica de Valencia 


